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Theme: Creating Connections and Community 

WITESOL is very proud to recognize the student winners and award them cash prizes for 
their creativity and hard work. Winners were selected after a panel of judges anonymously 
reviewed and scored their work. All of the students are multilingual learners who work with 
an educator who is a WITESOL member. 

 
Grand Prize Art Winner:  
 
Daniel Moreno Jose 
School District of Fort Atkinson 
  
Primary K-2 Writing:  
 
1st place (tie): Liam Payano Encarnacion 
School District of Fort Atkinson  
 
1st place (tie): Giovanni Wooten  
Racine Unified School District  
 
3rd place: Vedant Patel 
Racine Unified School District  
 
Primary K-2 Art:  
 
1st place: Gildardo Sanchez  
School District of Fort Atkinson  
 
Intermediate 3-5 Writing:  
 
1st place: Christopher Sanchez 
 School District of Fort Atkinson  
 
2nd place: Marjorie Bernardino  
School District of Fort Atkinson 

  
3rd place: Kenil Patel  
School District of Fort Atkinson 
 
Intermediate 3-5 Art: 
  
1st place: Andrea Meza Garcia  
School District of Fort Atkinson 
  
Middle School 6-8 Writing: 
  
1st place: Isaac Reiter 
Verona Area School District 
 
 2nd place: Illia Andrieiev  
Racine Unified School District  
  
3rd place: Everardo Davalos de Anda  
Racine Unified School District 
  
Middle School 6-8 Art: 
  
1st place: Sonialys Hernandez  
Elmbrook Public Schools  
 
Adult Writing:  
 
1st place: Veronica Herrera  
Journey House Adult ELL Program

 

  



Grand Prize Art Winner 
The grand prize art winner is the student with the highest score total from all age levels. This year’s 
winner was from the Primary Grades K-2 category. 

Flags of Friendship  

By: Daniel Moreno Jose 
Note from the artist: I love to make flags of countries with my scissors, glue, construction paper and markers 
and bring them to school to show my class and teach them about our biggest community…the world. My 
teacher hangs my flags in the classroom and hallway and all the students and teachers like finding the flags 
of their home countries or talking about places they visited and it makes people smile seeing all the flags of 
the world together in one place.   

 



K-2 Primary – 1st Place Writing 
Due to a tie, there are two 1st place winners in this category this year! 

How to Show Kindness in Your Community 

By: Liam Payano Encarnacion 

Do you want to show kindness in your community? Kindness means to 
help someone that needs it or give them support. Whenever you show 
kindness, people will want to be kind to others.  

There are many ways to show kindness in the community! One example 
is helping someone up when they are hurt or helping someone do something 
difficult. Another way of showing kindness is to play with a left out friend and 
standing up to someone's bully. You can show kindness to teachers by helping 
them solve a problem or helping the teacher teach and telling kids to be quiet 
so the teacher can do her job. Also, you can show kindness by helping 
someone write a story or help someone with ideas for their story. You could 
show kindness by helping someone with a science project or protecting 
someone by stopping a ball from hitting them. Also, you are helping people in 
your community by reminding them to come to a party at a certain time so 
they don't miss any cool activities. You can also warn someone that there is a 
dangerous area near them or to not do something that will get them in trouble. 
Plus, you can help someone try something new and be friends with someone 
who doesn't have any.  

Being kind is a good deed to your community. You can do good to 
change other people's lives and also yours. Kindness can change people's 
relationships and friendships. You can show kindness to people but animals 
as well. A way of showing kindness to animals is to help take care of them or 
adopt an abandoned animal. Another way to help the community is get 
houses for the homeless. You can also donate to charity that can change 
many kids' lives. Changing people's lives is a good thing because some people 
that are poor might be starving and might not live for long and being kind helps 
them survive. Our community will be better with kindness in it. When you're a 
part of a community you feel loved and belong inside of it. 



K-2 Primary – 1st Place Writing 
Due to a tie, there are two 1st place winners in this category this year! 

 

My DHH Community 

By: Giovanni Wooten 

 

Do you know what a DHH Community is? DHH stands for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing, and I am in the DHH community with twelve 
other students at my school. Eight adults are all part of my DHH 
community, too. They are my audiologist, interpreters, DHH 
teachers, and teachers. We help each other with our hearing aids 
and with sign language.  My community is special to me because I 
am not the only one with hearing loss. Together we do sign language 
club and have Kids Night Out for the DHH kids. We also do roller-
skating, Action Territory, and Santa came to see us. He knew sign 
language!!!  In my DHH class, we learn about the parts of the ear, 
and we learn sign language. I love my community! 



K-2 Primary – 3rd Place Writing 
 

Franksville Market 

By: Vedant Patel 

Are you hungry? Do you need gas? Come to the Franksville 
Market!  The Franksville Market is my parents’ gas station and store.  
We are part of the Franksville community.  Mom, Dad, Grandpa, 
Krishna, Raj, and Vedant (that’s me!) all work there. I help by getting 
whatever my Dad asks me to, like milk or bread.  We serve lots of 
food like chicken nuggets, fries, and burgers in our store. The 
Franksville Market helps the community by having what people need 
to buy. They come for food and gas or a car wash. I say hi to the 
people and they say hi back to me. I like being part of the 
community. 

  



K-2 Primary – 1st Place Art Winner 
Making Connections with Mixed Emotions 

By: Gildardo Sanchez 

Note from the artist: I painted a picture with watercolors showing all the emotions people 
can have and how sharing our emotions helps us make connections to other people in our 
community.  

 

 

  



Grades 3-5 Intermediate – 1st Place Writing 

Make the Community Better 

By: Christopher Sanchez 

(A Free Verse Poem) 
Teachers, police, friends 

All come together as a community! 
 
Gym, park, library 

Places we meet as a community! 
 
Playing, learning, growing 
Laughing, eating, sharing 

Actions we take as a community!  
 
Community is  

happy, acceptance, fun!  
 
Make the people in your community stronger! 

Invite them 
Sit by them 

Help them 
                   Talk to them 
                           Accept them 

Laugh together 
Be nice 

Say hi 
         Hug 
         
Take care of the community! 

Save the water 
Plant a garden 

Throw trash away 
No litter 

Protect nature 
Keep water clean 

 
Make the Earth better, 
 

Make the world better, 
 

Make the community better! 



Grades 3-5 Intermediate – 2nd Place Writing 
 

Our Classroom Community 

By: Marjorie Bernardino 

 
In our classroom community we all belong. 
Together we make knowledge strong.  
 
We help each other learn and grow. 
In our community kindness will glow.  
 
Together we like to show kindness and play. 
Our classroom family makes it the best place to stay. 
 
We share our laughter every day. 
And help each other learn the way. 
 
We listen with care and grace. 
Helping one another find a comfortable place. 
 
Together we’re stronger people, me and you. 
In our community, there’s always something to do! 
 
We celebrate and work as one. 
Making sure everyone’s included and having fun. 
 
We know we’re never alone in our heart. 
In our community we all have a part! 
 

 



Grades 3-5 Intermediate – 3rd Place Writing 
Trees are part of a special community…the forest! Nature is beautiful, but my poem is 
about how we need to respect and protect this special community so we do not lose it.   

Protect 

By: Kenil Patel 

The majestic trees 

Beautiful breeze 

Oxygen.  

Paper. 

Pen. 

They make me glad, 

But sometimes I feel sad 

The smoke 

A factory  

Glass broke 

 

They cut the trees that bees make honey 

For a building like a statue just to make money. 

 

The trees fight 

But the tree cutters use all their might.  

  



Grades 3-5 Intermediate – 1st Place Art Winner 
Sharing the Light 

By: Andrea Meza Garcia 

Note from the artist: My black and white pencil drawing shows that people can come 
together, even if they are complete opposites like lightness and darkness and connect with 
each other and get along peacefully. 

 

  



Grades 6-8 – Middle School – 1st Place Writing 
Your Boat is Coming In 

By: Isaac Reiter 

Each morning, when preparing for school, I hastily brush my teeth and swiftly get 
dressed, then eat the delicious breakfast that my dad serves. The main highlight of 
my daily routine is the long walk to school, although it can be harsh and treacherous 
if a blizzard or snow is all over the streets. This journey is brightened by the crossing 
guard, who greets me with a warm smile and a cheerful wave. "So happy to see you 
today! Your boat is coming in!" he calls out, filling me with hope. 

Having lived in Verona for over two decades, he often remembers his early days on 
farmland in his hometown. He shares stories of his childhood, where he was a 
mischievous kid. He was punished frequently yet found his way out of a negative 
environment. Even though he went through many difficult encounters and went 
through multiple injuries, he always approached us with kindness, offering a hand 
without hesitation. 

One day, he showed us a collection of coins from various places. I was fascinated 
and eager to take a closer look. To my surprise, he generously gifted the coins to us, 
a small yet meaningful gesture that showcased his kind spirit. 

Another day, he received a miraculous boost when someone he helped cross the 
street handed him a note that said he was “the best crossing guard ever!”. These 
small acts of kindness motivated him to keep being a crossing guard: a strong desire 
to support and uplift our community, despite the pain from past injuries. His body 
may bear the marks of struggle, and he may walk with a limp from a broken leg, but 
his heart is full of compassion and thought. 

The crossing guard is not just a friendly face, but a strong, sturdy pillar of our 
community. 

Despite a difficult childhood and a harsh work environment that left him with severe 
injuries and trauma, he withstands and serves with unwavering dedication. His 
resilience inspires us to believe that dreams can be achieved, no matter how many 
hurdles exist on our path. 

 



Grades 6-8 – Middle School – 2nd Place Writing 
                                                                  

My Friends 

By: Illia Andrieiev 

 

     Illia, Anthony, Illia.  In my community are two friends, Illia from 
Ukraine, and Anthony from the USA. And there’s me. I am Illia, too.  It 
is a special group because we have two Ukrainians who speak 
Russian, and one Mexican who tries to speak Russian.   

     I have been friends with Illia since we were five years old, and in 
all that time we fought only twice. Then we quickly made up.  I think 
that is a cast iron connection.  We met on New Year’s Eve when my 
mother invited her friend, who is also my godmother, over, so Illia 
and I are almost brothers.   

     I met Anthony this year when I came to the United States. On my 
first day in school, I saw him in Academy Survey class.  He tried 
talking to me in English, but I didn’t understand anything he was 
saying.  He took out Google Translate on his phone, and we just 
started talking to each other.  His family is from Mexico, and he 
speaks Spanish. Now we are good friends, too. 

     I have a connection with Illia because we are both from Ukraine 
and have known each other since we were little.  I have a connection 
with Anthony because he speaks another language just as I do, and 
he was the first person to talk to me.  Illia and Anthony are my friend 
community.  

 



Grades 6-8 – Middle School – 3rd Place Writing 
 

My Two Countries 

By: Everardo Davalos de Anda 

     Community to me means family.  It’s a place where you feel 
united with the people around you, and a place where you 
contribute to the happiness of other people.  I am lucky to be a part 
of two different countries’ communities–one in Mexico and one in 
the United States.  

        My first community was in Mexico, where I was born.  I have tons 
of family there.  We celebrated special days together like the Day of 
the Dead and the day of the Mexican Revolution.  These days were 
special because of the parades and the food they sold like tacos de 
barbacoa, and because I was with my family.   In Mexico I was also 
part of a community of swimmers.  I liked the people I swam with 
and I liked the teachers.  They were like a family, too. 

     But I’m not just part of the Mexican community, I’m also part of 
the United States community.  One of the communities that I’m part 
of here is the school.  Gifford School is the best school I’ve ever 
been to.  What I like about this school are the students.  I also like 
how the teachers teach me things like English and Math, and how 
we do activities like the question of the week.  I also like celebrating 
new traditions together, especially Thanksgiving and Halloween.  It 
feels like a family here, too. 

  Community is a family, and I feel like I’m part of a community in 
both Mexico and the United States.  I am fortunate to be a part of 
both communities.   



Grades 6-8 – Middle School – 1st Place Art Winner 
We Are Stronger Together 

By: Sonialys Hernandez  

Note from Artist: Our community connection is the strongest thing that keeps us together. 

 



Adult  – 1st Place Writing 
 

Milwaukee and its Multiple Cultures 

By: Veronica Herrera 

Facing a new country with a language you don't understand is a 
challenge for anyone. But I learned that and understand the true 
universal language. In Milwaukee there are multiple cultures from 
many very different countries. When I was exposed I learned that a 
smile has the same meaning all over the world. A hug, a pat on the  
back and a kind gesture is to feel support, acceptance and empathy. 

We also live on the other side of the coin where people are angry 
with life they don't show any kindness, but we have to understand 
that we don't all see the world the same way and it's just a matter of 
staying kind. Enjoy the good and not good thing that happen 
because is could be the last one and it all depend on your attitude 
towards each situation. 

I understand that love is the force that move the world, fear is what 
stop him. By losing fear your abilities will flourish. I think hell and 
fear are in your head, when you torment yourself with stories that 
don’t happen or have already happened. Love and paradise are in 
the present, in the magical world, in an “missed you”, a cup of 
coffee, watching the river run, learning anoter skill. and when you 
see the soul through the eyes you understand that there is no 
difference from one country to another or from one culture to 
another. I think that the struggle for power and accumulation goods, 
distracts us from the meaning of life “love and live”. In conclusion 
we have life so we have hope. 


