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WELCOME BACK!

| EARLY-BIRD
TESE CONFERENCE
REGISTRATION

Welcome to the 2025-2026 school year!
We hope you were able to have a restful summer CONFERENCE CORNER
and that you were able to spend some time doing

things that you love with people you love! The
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2026 SCHOOL YEAR

excitement of another year is upon us. I don’t
know about you, but I always look forward to
meeting new students and colleagues, reviewing

last year’s lessons and curriculum, and setting up
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my virtual and physical spaces. Last school year
brought many changes and challenges and through
the excitement of a new year, I can’t help wonder
what this year will bring. I am grateful for those
who are advocating on behalf of us and our

students and for this far-reaching group
professionals; we are stronger together!
On behalf of the WITESOL Board,
Katie Worple, Newsletter Editor

2025 FALL CONFERENCE
EARLY-BIRD REGISTRATION

For a limited time, you can save $30-$40
on your conference registration by
registering by 08/31! The registration page
on our website shows the price breakdown
for full time teachers, part-time teachers
or retirees, and full-time students.

Please feel free to share this
opportunity with colleagues who are
not yet WITESOL members; there is
an option to bundle the conference
registration with a year-long
membership too!


https://www.witesol.com/fallconference/registration/
https://www.facebook.com/WITESOL/
https://www.witesol.com/fallconference/
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FEATURE STORY: FUNDING FOR THE
2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR

ITS IN CHILD CARE, K-12
HOOLS, AND UW SYSTEM

$1.4 BILLION for K-12 kids and schools, including:

the largest increase to special education
reimbursement rate in state history

%30 million for schoel-based mental health
services

Over $250 MILLION for UW Systermn campuses,
faculty, and staff

Over $360 MILLION to ensure affordable child
care is accessible for working families, including:

$110 million to continue providing direct payments
to child care providers

$123 million to ensure affordability for low-income
families

$66 million to get kids ready for kindergarten

IMAGE FROM TONY EVERS’ FACEBOOK POST, JULY 3, 2025

Earlier this summer, Governor Tony Evers
declared 2025 the “Year of the Kid,” centering
his 2025-27 biennial budget around pro-child
investments at every developmental stage.
The bipartisan budget, signed into law in July
2025, includes over $360 million for the
state’s child-care industry—about a third
allocated as direct payments to providers—
and historic increases in K-12 education

funding and special-education
reimbursement rates, along with the
largest boost to the University of
Wisconsin System in nearly two
decades. Households benefit from
reduced costs through elimination of
sales tax on residential energy and tax
relief for working- and middle-class
families. The budget also strengthens
mental-health services in schools and
expands access to healthcare and local
infrastructure support. Evers
emphasized this budget fulfills his
commitment to investing in children
and families, making 2025 a milestone
year for youth-focused policymaking
here in Wisconsin. For more
information, view the press release

here.

Federal funding withheld by the
Department of Education has been
released earlier this summer as well.
For more information on how various
federal funding cuts would affect your
district, there are several tools such as
an interactive map and individual PDFs
for each school district in the state on
the DPI website.

CONNECT WITH US!

There are plenty of ways to stay connected and engaged in WITESOL
happenings. Click on the images below to visit our website, follow us on
social media, or send us an email. We look forward to hearing from you!
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https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/3e7d45c
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIGOV/bulletins/3e7d45c
https://dpi.wi.gov/policy-budget/federal-funding#m
https://www.facebook.com/GovernorTonyEvers/posts/i-declared-2025-the-year-of-the-kid-and-began-this-state-budget-process-the-way-/1262675495217121/
https://www.witesol.com/
mailto:witesolboard@gmail.com
https://www.instagram.com/witesol/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/WITESOL-Wisconsin-Teachers-of-English-to-Speakers-of-Other-Languages/308166009342833?ref=hl

