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Why Wait? Writing From Day One 
to Build All Language Domains for 

Multilingual Learners

REIMAGINING WRITING: FROM DAY ONE, FOR EVERY 
LEARNER

ALLYSON TECHMEIER
ENGLISH LEARNER TEACHER, ALTOONA SCHOOL DISTRICT

M.A. TESOL CANDIDATE – UW-RIVER FALLS
ATECHMEIER@ALTOONA.K12.WI.US
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About Me – My Journey to TESOL
• Lifelong passion for helping children find their voice through language
• Background in Child, Youth, and Family Studies and Early Childhood Education
• Experience teaching learners from preschool to high school
• Former Head Start teacher in St. Paul serving multilingual 4K students
• Now: Grades 6–12 EL Teacher, Altoona School District
• M.A. TESOL Candidate, UW–River Falls - researching writing as a driver of language 

growth
• I’ve spent my life working with students from all over the world — at home, abroad, and in 

my classroom.
Passionate about helping students find their voice through language and writing.
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Why Writing, and Why Now?

• Writing often overlooked in TESOL PD and research
• Many multilingual learners reach secondary school without basic writing 

confidence
• Yet writing supports all four domains: reading, listening, speaking, and 

language structure
• This work grew from research, reflection, and real classrooms — not 

theory
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Today’s Focus

Why Writing Matters from Day 
One

Daily Writing Routines that Build 
Language

Reading → Writing Scaffolds

Feedback & Growth through 
Peer Review

Helping Students See Themselves 
as Writers
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So… Why Writing 
From Day One?
Writing isn’t the end of language 
learning —
it’s the bridge that connects every 
domain.
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Writing Builds Every Language 
Domain
- Reading: reinforces structure and comprehension
- Listening & Speaking: writing clarifies pronunciation 

and phrasing
- Vocabulary & Grammar: repeated use = retention
- Confidence & Identity: students see their own 

growth
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Reading Writing

Speaking Listening
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What “Day One Writing” Looks Like
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So how do we 
make writing 
possible from Day 
One?
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Building Language Through Daily 
Routine (10–15 Minutes)
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ExampleFocus / PurposeDescriptionComponent

“Silly Sam sings six short songs on 
Sunday.” → reinforces plural s
and /s/ sound.

Phonics, /-s/ and /-ed/ endings, 
confidence, fluency.

Targets pronunciation and writing 
accuracy through repetition and 
rhythm. On Day 1, I model 
slowly in two-word chunks; each 
day we add more until Friday’s 
group and individual recitation 
(with candy for brave 
volunteers!).

 Tongue Twister of the Week

“Lead By Example” → “To show 
others how to behave or act by 
doing it yourself.” We talk about 
ways that we can “lead by 
example”

Meaning beyond literal language; 
comprehension; real-world use.

Introduces figurative language and 
builds cultural awareness. 
Students act it out, draw it, or 
use it in a sentence related to our 
unit.

Idiom of the Week

describe → I describe / you
describe / she describes / we
described / describing.

Grammar, tense, subject-verb 
agreement, academic verbs.

Reinforces grammar and 
academic language across the 
week. Pulled from vocab or 
content focus. Day 1 = forms 
chart; Day 2 = sample sentences; 
Day 3–4 = fill-in practice; Day 5 = 
student-created sentences.

Verb of the Week

“What makes a great leader? Use 
adapt and challenge in your 
response.”

Fluency, sentence structure, 
transfer across domains.

Ten-minute focused writing that 
connects vocabulary, grammar, 
and reading topics. Students write 
independently, then share or 
discuss with partners.

 Daily Writing Prompt
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Sample student journals
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Daily Writing Prompt
Purpose & GrowthStructure & SupportsLevel

Build comfort, sentence 
formation, and vocabulary 
awareness.

• Sentence stems and fill-in-
the-blank starters.• Option to 
use picture dictionaries or 
tablets.• 10 minutes of 
continuous writing.

Foundations 1

Develop grammar control, 
fluency, and stamina.

• Write 3–5 full sentences 
daily.• Encouraged to use 
paper dictionaries for new 
words.• Growing 
independence with sentence 
complexity.

Foundations 2

Strengthen voice, cohesion, 
and academic writing skills.

• Write full paragraphs or 
reflections.• Integrate weekly 
vocab and academic verbs.• 
Add descriptive details and 
transitions.

Prep English
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Vocabulary Instruction for Beginning Writers
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Building 
Academic 
Language
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Vocabulary in Action: Interactive Practice
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Vocabulary in Action: Crossword Practice
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Using Vocabulary in Context: Reading + Writing
Vocabulary doesn’t live in isolation — we use 
it immediately in both reading and writing.
Here’s an example from our “Making a 
Change” mini-unit.
Students are preparing to read “We Rise” by 
Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, a young climate activist 
and artist.
Their daily writing prompt introduced key 
vocabulary — rally, conference, urgent, youth, 
inspire, documentary — and asked them to use 
those words to explore what kind of change 
they want to see in the world.
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How It All Comes Together
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Peer Review: Learning to See Like 
a Writer

EVEN MRS. T’S MODEL HAS SOMETHING TO IMPROVE.
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Peer Review
EF1 Peer Review EF2 Peer Review
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Prep English

21
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Revision as a Path to Progress
Student Rough Draft Student Peer Review
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Revision as a Path to Progress
Teacher Feedback & Conference Student Final Draft
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Revision as a Path to Progress
Rubric – progress towards 
standard
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Building Identity, Ownership, and Pride in Writing
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Why Day One Matters
Student day 1 Student today
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Why Day One Matters
Student day 1 Student today
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Every Student Is a Writer
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Questions?
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Writing as Thinking Across Content 
Areas
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Math wall with vocab and 
sentence stems
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Friendship Skit Project — Writing, Speaking, and 
Collaboration

• Unit theme: Friendship — building, maintaining, and repairing relationships
• Students worked in pairs to write and perform short skits showing a 

friendship conflict and resolution
• Writing process included: 

• Planning outline: disagreement, lesson, and theme
• Full script with stage directions and unit vocabulary
• Filming and editing the performance for presentation
• Connected reading, writing, and speaking in one creative task
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thank you
ALLYSON TECHMEIER
School District of Altoona
atechmeier@altoona.k12.wi.us
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