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About Me - My Journey to TESOL

* Lifelong passion for helping children find their voice through language
* Background in Child, Youth, and Family Studies and Early Childhood Education
* Experience teaching learners from preschool to high school
O ad Start teacher in St. Paul serving multilingual 4K students
EL Teacher, Altoona School District
UW-=River Falls - researching writing as
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Why Writing, and Why Now?

* Writing often overlooked in TESOL PD and research

e Many multilingual learners reach secondary school without basic writing
confidence

orts all four domains: reading, listening, s




Today’s Focus
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Why Writing Matters from Day
One

Daily Writing Routines that Build
Language

Reading — Writing Scaffolds

Feedback & Growth through
Peer Review

Helping Students See Themselves
as Writers
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S0.. Why Writing
From Day One?

Writing isn’t the end of language
learning —

it’s the bridge that connects every
domain.
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Speaking
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What “Day One Writing” Looks Like
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4 Opinion Paragraph

| think that collaborating is the best because if they collaborate they can solve.

| think that the child is making bad because his dad is saying that he don't use his
phone in the night, the child should listen to his dad.

Collaborating is the best because if the child listen to his dad can solve.
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S0 how do we
make writing
possible from Day
One?
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Building Language Through Daily
Routine (10-15 Minutes)

i Component

$: Tongue Twister of the Week

|diom of the Week

£ Verb of the Week

Description Focus / Purpose

Targets pronunciation and writing

accuracy through repetition and

rhythm. On Day 1, | model

slowly in two-word chunks; each  Phonics, /-s/ and /-ed/ endings,
day we add more until Friday’s  confidence, fluency.

group and individual recitation

(with candy for brave

volunteers!).

Introduces figurative language and
builds cultural awareness.
Students act it out, draw it, or
use it in a sentence related to our
unit.

Meaning beyond literal language;
comprehension; real-world use.

Reinforces grammar and
academic language across the
week. Pulled from vocab or
content focus. Day 1 = forms
chart; Day 2 = sample sentences;
Day 3—4 = fill-in practice; Day 5 =
student-created sentences.

Grammar, tense, subject-verb
agreement, academic verbs.

Ten-minute focused writing that
connects vocabulary, grammar,
and reading topics. Students write
independently, then share or
discuss with partners.

Fluency, sentence structure,
transfer across domains.

Example

“Silly Sam sings six short songs on
Sunday.” — reinforces plural s
and /s/ sound.

“Lead By Example” — “To show
others how to behave or act by
doing it yourself” We talk about
ways that we can “lead by
example”

describe — | describe / you
describe / she describes / we
described / describing.

“What makes a great leader? Use
adapt and challenge in your
response.”




Sample student journals

|

I

Memo No.

N Mg Yook
24-Noakh

Lot Hhey

11/8/2025

10



11/8/2025

Daily Writing Prompt

Level

Foundations 1

# C%( 6\, thm Writing Prompt

Monday, November 3rd, 2025
Making a Change
Think about something in the world that you want to change — maybe
pollution, unfair treatment, or helping animals. ((\

Write & paragraph explaining what issue feels urgent to you
« Why s it important? .
« How could your youth help make a difference? FOU ndat|o ns 2
« What kind of rally, conference, or documentary could help others
learn about t?
Try to use at least 3 vocabulary words in your paragraph.

Prep English

Structure & Supports

+ Sentence stems and fill-in-
the-blank starters.s Option to
use picture dictionaries or
tablets.s 10 minutes of
continuous writing.

* Write 3-5 full sentences
daily.» Encouraged to use
paper dictionaries for new
words.» Growing
independence with sentence
complexity.

* Write full paragraphs or
reflections.« Integrate weekly
vocab and academic verbs.e
Add descriptive details and
transitions.

Purpose & Growth

Build comfort, sentence
formation, and vocabulary
awareness.

Develop grammar control,
fluency, and stamina.

Strengthen voice, cohesion,
and academic writing skills.

— 11

11



Vocabulary Instruction for Beginning Writers

EF1 Unit 6: Health and Well-Being

[wWord Translation Sentence
hot Ella is hot.
cold ¥ Taylor is cold.

Dom feels sad because he lost his book.

Henri feels confused because he doesn't
understand.

Maria feels proud because she won the
. competition.

Kai feels stressed because she has a lot of
homework.

He feels happy because he is going home.

11/8/2025
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13

Building
Academic

EF2 Unit 2: Leaders of Tomorrow Shackleton vocab
Word Part of Definition Sentence Translation Other Synonyms
Speech Forms
abandon verb to give up or The captain refused to abandon noun: desert,
withdraw from his crew, even when the storm ;;::cﬁve: Torsake. ioave
rew worse . ind. g
9 - abandoned | behind, give up
adapt verb to change; to Good leaders know how to adapt nguni agiust modify,
ion i adaptation; alter,
function in a new | when plans change unexpectedly. adjective: e N—
way ad_apﬁv. conform
capacity noun the ability to do | She has the capacity to inspire adjective: ability, potential,
something others through her words and P = g s
actions o
= capability
contrast verb to compare We can contrast two leaders by noun: g:r;r?rent_ia;e.
j i i contrast; istinguish,
differences looking at how they handle failure. Secine: Combaie,
contrasting juxtapose,
oppose
emerge verb to become After years of hard work, a new noun: appear, arise,
known or leader began to emerge from the :L'j‘;c'?:;“i gﬁgfep
il.nportant group. emgrﬂgn‘t malen'aiize
involved adjective included in Every student became involved in verb: involve; eﬂgaggd.d
. - " noun: connected,
something the project to improve the school. ey | nededjaeive;
participating
embody verb to express or He embodies the values of noun: represent,
symbolize honesty and service that define a embodiment g;f:;g’r'g
true leader. symbolize,
manifest
flag verb to slow down or | Their energy began to flag after :oun:_ :V:g_l:’een. fade,
= lagging; ine,
become weak hours of hard work in the hot sun. 5 dj?elg:!'wg: deteriorate;
flagging imini
instill verb to give an A good teacher can instill noun: implant, impart,
emotion or confidence and curiosity in their instillation ::{’r’::&g'g‘a'“-
quality by students.
example or
teaching
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Vocabulary in Actlon Interactlve Practice
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Vocabulary in Action:
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Crossword Practice
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Using Vocabulary in Context: Reading + Writing

Vocabulary doesn't live in isolation — we use
it immediately in both reading and writing.

Here’s an example from our “Making a
Change” mini-unit.

Students are preparing to read “We Rise” by
Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, a young climate activist
and artist.

Their daily writing prompt introduced key
vocabulary — rally, conference, urgent, youth,
inspire, documentary — and asked them to use
those words to explore what kind of change
they want to see in the world.

8 &‘\’«x\‘bﬂ Writing Prompt

Monday, November 3rd, 2025 =

Making a Change
Think about something in the world that you want to change — maybe
pollution, unfair treatment, or helping animals.
Write a paragraph explaining what issue feels urgent to you. (
* Why is it important?
* How could your youth help make a difference? 3
* What kind of rally, conference, or documentary could help others
learn about it?

Try to use at least 8 vocabulary words in your paragraph. | OD>

— 17
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Review: Learning to See Like

a Writer
EVEN MRS. T'S MODEL HAS SOMETHING TO IMPROVE.

19



Peer Review
EF1 Peer Review

My name:

Author’s name:

What is one thing that the author did well?

One thing that did well is

What is one thing that the author can do better?

One that that can do better on is

EF2 Peer Review

Peer Review

What is the skits introduction that begins the scene?

Wnat s the reason for the disagreement? is it clearly explained?

Does each character speak at least ten times?
O Yes
O No

What is each character's opinion? Is it clear?

What fs the solution? Is It explained clearly?

What does the audience leam?

Does the skit include phrases 10 express agreement and disagresment?
O Yes
O No

What vocabulary words from the unit were usea?

20
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Prep English

Peer Review Guide: Narrative Writing

Titie of Paper:

Name of Writer:

Your Name:

Step 1: Read the Story Once for
Enjoyment

Just read it like a reader, not a judge.

Think: What sticks with me? VWhat images or moments do | remember most?
Notes:

Step 2: Check the Story Arc (Structure)
+ Does the story have a clear beginning. middle. and end?

+ Can you find the exposition, conflict, rising action, cimax, faling action, and resolution?
Notes

Step 3: Look at Narrative Techniques

+ Description: Are there sensory details (sight. sound, smell, taste. touch)?

+ Dialogue: Is dialogue ysed to reveal character or move the story forward?

s thoughts of fegiings?

+ Pacing: Does the story slow down at impontant parts and speed up at less impontant pans?

 Interior Do we see

Notes.

Step 4: Check Context, Characters & POV
s the setting clear? (Can you picture where it's happening?)

V Are the characters introduced and consistent?

+ ls the point of view (first person or third person) the same throughout?

Notes:

Step 5: Language & Conventions
 ls the language clesr and understandable?

 Ave there any pk @ . speling, or

makes it confusing?
o Are and dialogue

Step 6: End with Praise & One Suggestion

Write one thing you really fked:

Wite one thing that would make the story even better:

— 21
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Revision as a Path to Progress

Student Rough Draft

It was a time when | first came to Korea, we were plan to go see the firework in Busan is
was huge and a lot of people in there, we want to buy food because we want eat and
see the firework, and they said it start at 9:00 PM but when we wait there it was so late
it start at 11:00 and while i wait we just using our phone, and i told them to save the
battery so we could go back later. When the fireworks started it was so amazing and so
pretty, after that they played it again for like 3 times. When it was done it was like 12,00
am. We start so we leave for the train.

Because my sister's plan is to go to Busan for one day and then back to Myeongdong.
And we try to book a taxi but no one wants to drive, so that is why we have to keep
walking and bum, my noise drops blood. | was panicking and we didn't have any
napkins with us so we went to the convenience store. | want to buy a napkin and find a
bathroom. But | couldn't, so we kept walking until we could find a taxi to go back.
Everything was so bad. Then | saw the taxi. We asked if he could drive us to the rail and
that guy said no, our hope goes. And our phone dies, so we try to find the convenience
store to buy a charger. BUt my phone still has 10% left but i dont have a taxi app on my
phane sa | have to download it, but | still can't use it. So we had to keep waiting to find a
bus or taxi, then finally we found a taxi. We came to the train but were struggling to buy
the ticket. We put the money in and it is not accepted so it gives our money back. | tried
another one and it still is not working so we ask someone who ever passed by us. They
told me to go down there to get the ticket. Finally, the site is random so we wait. And get
o n the subway and we all check if they have a spot for us, unlucky that there is no spot
left, so we decided to sit on the floor....

A long time waiting in the subway. And my sister booked a hotel. We called a taxi on the
app. That guy looks very old so he doesn't speak any English. When it come to the point
it we drive to the mountain because that hotel is in mountain he couldn't go, he try to
drive up the mountain but still couldnt our car got stuck and is smell really burn so that
guy yelling at us in korea language then we decided we just gonna go down and call
another taxi so that guy could go. But when we were waiting for the taxi. He drove back
and we decided to help him get out of the way. So we called another taxi that was near
us. Finally we could get to the hotel safely. No one got hurt, just everything really bad
and waiting for so long.

Student Peer Review

Peer Review Guide: Narrative Writing

Title of Paper: QKI_IDJJEGD—"

Name of Writer:

Your Nam

Step 1: Read the Story Once for
Enjoyment fdt-- e ]

Justreaditlike areader, notajudge.
Think: What sticks with me? What images or moments do | remember most?

sed4ixein0d Noed ia

THIREeIE 00 DG BE0N W CISEETD S T

— 22
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Revision as a Path to Progress

Teacher Feedback & Conference

[When | first went to Korea, we planned to see the fireworks in Busan with my
sibling. My older sister's name is Annie, and Henry is my brother. We are also going
with my sister's fiance. His name is Jack, It was really huge. with so many people from
different countries and lots of students were there. | looked and said “Oh my God it's
gonna take forever to get there ™

My brother and | kept joking around. He pushed me into other people, so | yelled at
him, “STOP!"

My sister, who is like the "director” of our family tour, said o her fiance and my brother,
“You too go find a spot. I'll go with her to buy food.” On the way we saw a restaurant
seliing Jajangmyeon, the famous Korean black nocdle with pork belly and greens
beans.

I was 50 excited. “Finally my dream came true.” | said, because it was my first ime
trying real Korean food. Bute after only three minutes, they told us the restaurant was.
closing because the seats were already reserved. So we had to find another place to
eat.

Later, my sister called her fiance back, and we had to be hurry because the fireworks
‘were supposed to start at 2:00 PM. When we arrived, it was already 0:20. but nothing
had started yet. We waited and waited. At 11:00, while waiting, we just used our
phones. My sister’s fiance wanted to livestream. but | told him not to show my face on it.

| also looked at my phone and said © OMG my phone's at 30% now, 50 | kept telling
everyone s “-Save your battery. we'll need it for later.”

Finally, BOOM! The fireworks started and it was worth the wait. They played music. the
lights were so bright and pretty. and we sat close to the front. 50 it was really loud. They
had three rounds of fireworks. and by the end my phone ran out of storage because |
ook too many pictures and vwideos. It ended around midnight.

After that we got ready to leave. My sister's plan was to stay in Busan just for one day
and then go back to Myeodong. But when we tried to book a taxi, no one waned to
drive. So we had to keep walking. At one point , | got a nosebleed. | panicked because
we didn't have napkins. 50 | foid my sister to go to the convenience store to look for
some. My sister came back and said “if's no big deal, siop being so dramatic.” | lowkey
mad, and said If that happens to you in the middie of nowhere what you gonna acting
like.?

Student Final Draft

The Taxi in Busan

lanned to see the firewozks

When I first went to Korea, we
in Busan with my sibling. My older sister's name is Annie, and
Henry is my brother. And we are also going with my siszes's
fiance. His name is Jack. It was really huge, with =o many
pecple from differenc and losz of theze. T
looked and said “Oh my God it's gonna take forever to get
theze.”

My Brother Menry and I kept joking azound. He pushed me into
other pecple, =o I yelled at him, “3TOR!”

My sister Annie, who is like the "director” of our family sour,
=aid to her fiance and my brother, “You two go find a spov. I‘11
go with her to buy food.” On the way we saw a zestaurant selling
Jajangmyeon, the famous Korean black noodle with pork belly and
gzeen beans.

I waz so excited. "Finally mp dream came true,” I =aid, because
it was my first time trying real Korean food. Buz afrer only
three minutes, they told us the restaurant was closing because
the zeatz were already reserved. 5o I never got to try ic,we had
to find another place to eat.

later, Annie called her fiance Jack back. We walked into a
czowd, a lot of pecple weze sitting on the beach to wait for the
fireworks. And we had to hurry because the firewcrks were
suppozed o stare a2t 9:00 PY. Wher we arrived, it was already
9:20, but nothing had started yet. We waited and waited. At
11:00, while waiting, we just used our phomes. My sister's
fiance Jack wanted to livestream, but I told him not to show my
£ace on it.

I also looked at my phone and said “Oh My God my phome's at 30
now,” so I kept telling everyone, save your battezy, we’ll need
it for laer.

— 23

11/8/2025

23



Revision as a Path to Progress

Related WIDA jard(s): ELD dard 2: L for L
ELD-LA.9-12.Inform.Expressive (ELD-LA-9-12.1E.c)

Rubric — progress towards
standard

Construct informational texts in language arts that:

a) Introduce and define topic and/or entity for audience
b) Establish an objective or neutral stance.

Arts

¢} Add precision, details, and clarity about complex attributes, qualities, characteristics, activities, and conceptual relationships

d) Develop coherence and cohesion throughout text

progress towards
mastering the ELD
standard?

Yes, student is ready fo move fo next level

Yes, student is
progressing towards

end of level goal

Some progress is
evident

No progress was seen

End of Level 2

Criteria

End of Levell

End of Level 3

Understand how coherent texts (spoken, written, multimodal) are created...

End of Level 4

End of Level 5

Level &

to meet a purpose to meet a purpose to meet a purpose to meet a purpose
DISCOURSE (to inform, narrate, through generic through specific through organizational

entertain) in a series (not genre-specific) organization patterns characteristic
O'rgl:nluﬂen of topic-retated c ion ion and of the genre (claim,
offanguage | onnected sentences | (introduction, body, 1 sequence) i i

conclusion)

that link ideas, events,
and reasons across
text

— 24
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and Pride in Writing

Ownership,

Building Identity,

25
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Why Day One Matters

Student day 1 Student today
I—

Memo No.
Date

— 26
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Why Day One Matters

Student day 1 Student today The fidden door

Flor is a senior student. She likes volleyball, singing, and dancing.
On a normal day at schoal, she naticed a door that she had never
seen before. That door was in the room where the mats and
sports equipment were stored. When Flor saw the door, she didn’t
care because she thought she hadn't seen it because she was
distracted and because she tended to leave things very quickly, so
she went to her normal classes without giving importance to the
door. After school, she was doing homework with Eva, a friend, in
face time, since Eva and Flor like to do homework together.The
intrigue surrounding the door led her to ask her friend, "have you
seen the small room that is inside the room that we keep our
stuff?" since Flor and Eva have the same gym class, and it’s Flor
who leaves the gym stuff behind.

"Which door?" Eva asked. Eva remains puzzled since the only door
she can see is the one that leads into the room.

"The inner door, where we keep the sports equipment?” Flor said.
She thought Eva knew something about the door, but she realized

it wasn't like that.
— 27

MemoNo._ . . .
1 -\Whok 1S Yoor nome?
;__%Q old ove \dm\"

27



Every Student Is a Writer

11. Science Connection
a. Why do you think Shackleton worked to prevent his team from feeling
pessimistic?

}F thheu ove pessimigic, Wil ot want
d ‘\V\SS E’:\J will lose h**?%r survwal.

b. How do you think pessimism would negallvely affect thear work?
~Losin 9 Locus on werk
—Create @ doxic envivenment-
Ve up harder tosks
n

y benefits to feellng a small amount of pessimism?

ldes g1 You oo ot *o\r\md-\:b\-\-l in small
Qmou\\‘\i \'\' Con \\0\} U\b\-LG\lb\ Aviskes.

11/8/2025

28



11/8/2025




30

Writing as Thinking Across Content

Areas

Word

Translation

Image

Definition

Example

Other Forms

balanced

Both sides are
the same.

same on both sides
equal

makes the same

Is the same as

addition (add)

Put numbers
together to find
the total.

plus

more than
increase
together
inall

total

sum
combined

subtraction
(subtract)

Take away from
a number.

take away
less than
minus

difference
how many left
fewer

division (divide)

Split into equal
parts or groups.

split

each

shared

cut into parts
per

out of

goes into

Math wall with vocab a

sentence stems

—7— 30
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Friendship Skit Project — Writing, Speaking, and
Collaboration

* Unit theme: Friendship — building, maintaining, and repairing relationships

* Students worked in pairs to write and perform short skits showing a
friendship conflict and resolution

included:
isagreement, lesson, and theme
ions and unit vocabular




Outline

What is the disagreement about?

Leyo and Pyona argue about what's better to do after graduating from high school.
Leyo wants to gel a job after they graduated from high school
Pyona wants to go o college afler graduating from high school

Character 1's name:
Leyo - to want work first before of the college

Character 2's name:
Pyona - planner, wants to have more planned
future rather than hurrying 1o get a job.

Characler 1's opinion:

It's important to get ready first before college.
‘Speaking of the money, | prefer working for
one year lo save money for college and |
have fime fo think or have a break from
school for the time being.

Character 2's opinion

It's important to go to college after graduating
high school to get a befter career/job. It's o
have a good future and a planned fife plan.
So, she thinks that all high school graduates
should go o college.

Wnat is the solution?

They reached a mutual agreement and understanding of each other's opinion. Leyo
understands now why Pyona wants 10 go fo college after school, and Pyona understands why
Leyo wants to get a job after school. They respect each other's opinion.

have to have the same point of view.

What does the audience leam?
A well built frie i olv by ing and L h other’s
point of view.

They will lear that people see life from a different point of view and thal everyone doesn't

( Scene: in the classroom of Mirs Technology, where is Leyo and Pyona talking about what o do
after high school due to Mrs Technology statement about it eartier in their class )
* Bell Rings *

Mrs. Technology: Okay ciass, that will be all for foday. But over the weekend, think about what
you want to do afler graduating high school. Have a good weekend everybody, See you on
Monday!

* Leyo and Pyona decide to stay in the classroom for study hall and talk about what Mrs
Technology asks them to think about *

Pyona : ( while sitting down ) Ey Leyo, about what Mrs Technology said earlier, what are you
thinking about doing afier high school?

Leyo : (just sal down } | still don't knows, but I think that it would be to have a job first then going
1o college.

Pyona : ( confused look ) EHh? But wouldn't it be more beneficial if you go to college then have
work?

Leyo : { she says it quietly ) | think not, because you must have money to go to college.
Pyona 1: { more confused look ) But- | don't mean fo be rude, but shouldn't your parents provide
that? Because. personally | think its betler fo go 1o college firs!

Leyo : Well, in my opinion | say that i is better fo provide myself with the money that | need for
my college.

Pyona : Oh. Okay, | didn't think it thal way. | just always thought thal your parents have 1o
provide afl that you need

Leyo : I's okay that you think that way, honestly, most peopie think that way. But it is important
1o have a career to help lessen the cost for college, and 1o have experience beforehand. That is
what | always think.

Pyona : Wow, you think s maturely and really think carefully about things. I've alvays thought
that | was a planner, and thoroughly analyzing things, but you gave me a different perspective
on things.

Leyo : Yeah, people have different paints of view on things. Also. honestly some people don't
even consider the different POV of others, and they think theirs is always right.
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ALLYSON TECHMEIER
School District of Altoona

thank you

atechmeier@altoona.k12.wi.us
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